migusune is reany unrortunate in tne causes ne assigns for his early revolt against the Manichean system. He seems to indicate two chief lines of criticism, when we set aside the destructive analysis he makes of it after he has assimilated Platonic ideas. He alleged c scientific' difficulties against the Manichean scriptures, and moral difficulties against its elect. After all, we do not change wholly with the ages. But, quite apart from the question of principle, Augustine was not fortunate in many of his points. His liking for divination had induced him to make a close study of astrology and astronomy. From this science he seems to have forged weapons which his Manichean friends could not parry. Their sacred books naturally contained much assertion about the nature and the motions of the heavenly bodies. Augustine says he found a good deal of this to be erroneous, and he began to pose as a scientific heretic. Probably he was right on some points. But it had been better for science if he had penetrated a little deeper into astronomy in his early
1 So also says Nourisson, in his Philosophie de Saint-Augustin.